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When we commenced the New Year 2020, we
never anticipated a crisis like COVID-19. Yet, it is
precisely in such trials that we can best
demonstrate our faith and goodwill. This pandemic
has revealed a lot about us as people, the good
and the shadow side. We now know that we are all
vulnerable and dependent, and need each other’s
support. We’ve learnt that isolation is difficult for
most people; that we must constantly work at
connecting better with others and developing a
better sense of neighbourliness by pushing the
boundaries on who we include as our neighbours.
We also know that sharing can be hard but is
right. Eventually, much will return to normal but it
will be a “new normal” and it is up to us to ensure
that it is a better normal – more just and
compassionate, more ethical and responsible,
more hopeful and caring!

Sri Arunodayam’s COVID-19 outreach commenced
first by making and distributing free cloth masks
to vulnerable sections of society, and soon we
found ourselves in the thick of relief work such as
feeding the poor and the migrants, distributing dry
rations to daily wage earners’ families, and
working with platforms like GiveIndia Foundation
and individual sponsors on enrolling and dispersing
monthly stipends to families with disabled children
who had literally gone broke and struggled to
survive under the lockdown.

https://sriarunodayam.org/covid-19outreach/

9300+
Face Masks
Distributed

1515+
Families receive
Dry Rations

5000+
We are incredibly grateful to the following sponsors
for their generosity.


FEEDING MIGRANT WORKERS
COOL Cream Milano, Winners Bakery, Aram
Porul, Anandam Old Age Home, Mr.
Mahadevan and Mr. Vijay Bhaskaran



DRY RATION KITS TO FAMILIES OF
DAILY WAGE EARNERS
Mr. Sunder Palanisamy, Ms. Ritika Rai
Reddy – Crowdwave, Mrs. Saraswathy
Karthick



SPONSORING FAMILIES WITH
CHILDREN WITH INTELLECTUAL
DISABILITIES
GiveIndia Foundation, HSBC, Ramya
Nageswaran & Friends – Singapore

Migrant Workers
Fed

124
Families Funded
through Joint
Partnerships

Our 100 masks/day project
Sri Arunodayam’s youngsters at Prayatna’s Tailoring Unit have been making free face masks for
distribution since April 14, 2020. Following instructions, they stitched multiple-layer, snugly fitted cloth
masks, taking up our challenge of making 100 masks a day until the end of the lockdowns. In a
month’s time they had made over 3000 masks which we distributed free to the most vulnerable
sections of society such as the elderly, the differently abled, migrant workers and homeless people. This
project continues with the children making over 9300 face masks as of the beginning of July 2020. They
make around 150+ masks per day, which are being distributed for free to these vulnerable groups.

Dry Ration Kits for Daily Wage Earners/Feeding the Migrants

Dry Ration Kit Distribution
Period
From April
23, 2020
- till date

No. of
Families
1515+

Beneficiaries

The Kit Contains

Gypsy families, Irular families, Daily
wage earners, Slum and pavement
dwellers, and Families with children
with intellectual and physical
disabilities

Rice (5 Kgs)
Dhal (1 Kg)
Cooking Oil (1 Ltr)
Sugar (1 Kg)
Salt (1 Kg)

Feeding Migrant Workers
Date
Since
May 13,
2020

Biscuits
& Buns
6000+

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

1600+

1800+

1600+

Water
Bottles
1200+

Areas
Across Kolathur,
Puzhal, Red Hills,
Padi, Padianallur and
Madavaram

Joint outreach to families of children with intellectual
disabilities
Sri Arunodayam and GiveIndia Foundation joined hands to provide financial assistance to
families with special children where parents are daily wage earners. We identified badly
affected families and after due diligence, GiveIndia sanctioned funds for 29 families
which we transferred to their accounts in the beginning of May 2020. The funds are to
help them tide over a very difficult thee-month period as our economy limps back to
normal.
After reading Lakshmi’s story (below), HDFC Bank and individual donors stepped forward
to sponsor an additional 95 families, and we transferred the funds to their accounts.

Lakshmi’s Story
Lakshmi and her husband,
an electrician, are parents
to 3 children with
intellectual disabilities.
Due to the lockdown her
husband could not get
work and they were
literally starving. The
children have been falling
ill, especially the youngest
son who was operated for
kidney problems and is
now facing new difficulties. This child also has Heterotaxy syndrome, a condition in which
internal organs are abnormally arranged in the chest and abdomen. To crown it all, the
child was recently diagnosed with a tumour in his Cerebellum and a hole in his heart!
Doctors have advised them to keep the boy safe as surgery cannot assure his life. One
can only imagine the depth of anguish and the difficulties that daily wage earners like
Lakshmi’s family face at this time. They had reached the end of their tether when the
funds gave them a new lease on life!
For more stories, visit: https://sriarunodayam.org/covid-19-special-mom-stories/
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